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Abstract
India is home to banyan trees of globally superlative stature. Ficus benghalensis can spread horizontally 
by propagating aerial root from its branches which then root, branch, and consequently extend the 
structure of an individual tree. Several of the giant banyans of India are famous to botanists, tourists,  
pilgrims, and managers, but no systematic catalogue or measurements have been conducted. During a 
2-year study of notable and landmark Indian trees, several of these individual banyans were 
encountered. The beginning of a giant banyan catalogue is presented here, with location information, 
photographic resources, and a brief description of their cultural significance. Using aerial imagery and 
measurement tools available via Google Earth, the largest known Banyan trees of India are 
quantitatively compared for canopy coverage and crown spread. The claim that these are the world’s 
largest trees is discussed.

Keywords: tree measurement, Ficus benghalensis, superlative trees, champion trees, remarkable 
trees, canopy cover

Introduction
India is home to some of the world’s most remarkable trees, yet the most physically superlative of these 
trees have never been compared quantitatively. Banyans, Ficus benghalensis, are flowering trees in the 
family Moraceae that are distinct for their ability to propagate aerial roots, hanging roots that descend 
from horizontal branches, anchor into the ground, and grow into secondary trunks (Krishen, 2006). Over 
time, a single banyan tree can sprawl across the ground and create a network of interconnected trunks 
of unparalleled complexity. Many Ficus species are strangling specialists, with the ability to send roots 
down, and eventually encompass the trunks of other trees after a seed is deposited in the forest canopy. 
Other species of Ficus- e.g. F. microcarpa, F. citrifolia, and F. macrophylla- can propagate aerial roots, 
but F. benghalensis reaches the highest levels of extent and complexity (Krishen, 2006).  These Indian 
banyans may be the broadest trees in the world, and according to the definitions selected, they may 
also be the largest trees in the world.

Within India, these trees are often destinations for tourists and pilgrims, but are poorly known outside 
of the country. Several competing claims for the largest banyan that have propagated in botanical, 
travel, and historical literature are unresolved. In this article, the largest known banyan trees are 
catalogued, measured, and compared. Using the aerial photography available on-line via Google Earth 
software (Google, 2010), these trees are compared in 2-dimensional space for area and maximum 
extent. A selection of international banyan trees outside of India is presented simultaneously, and finally 
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the metrics and work required by future researchers to directly compare these trees to other superlative 
giant trees of the world are discussed. 

Background

 Superlative trees
Public and scientific interest in the world's largest trees has brought exceptional individuals into 
prominence, especially via the tools of photography and internet collaboration. Projects such as regional 
"Champion tree listings" (Golding & Geldenhuys, 2003), attractive books (Van Pelt, 2001) or tourism 
phrasing such as "Valley of the Giants" canopy walkway in Western Australia, all directly refer to 
individual trees of exceptional size.  Besides particular individual trees, superlatively sized tree species 
such as Giant Sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum), Karri (Eucalyptus diversicolor), Swamp Gum 
(Eucalyptus regnans), Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis), Coastal Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), and 
Baobab (Adansonia spp.) are of both scientific and management interest. Worldwide, popular demand 
for the conservation and interpretation of superlatively large trees is connected to increased eco-
tourism.

Depending on the definition of "large", several individual trees contend for these titles. Internet 
collaboration allows for these contentions to be reported promptly in a public forum (for example, see 
Wikipedia 2010), in addition to the academic research on the limits to tree growth (Ishii et al 2008). 
Furthermore, the numbers are often disputed, and the trees themselves change over time due to 
weather, age, or human activity. Due to difficulties in measurement of root mass, all of these 
measurements refer to above-ground structures. The largest known tree, by single trunk wood volume 
(calculated by adding 3-dimensional volumes of trunks and branches) is the General Sherman, a 
Sequoiadendron giganteum (Giant Sequoia) in California, USA, at 1,487 m3. The largest single trunk 
diameter- (circumference at standardized 1.3 meters above ground) is the Glencoe Baobab (Adansonia  
digitata) of Limpopo, South Africa, with a 15.9 m diameter. The largest known clonal tree- covered by 
genetically identical individuals – is the Pando Aspen (Populus tremuloides) grove, which covers 43 ha of 
ground in the mountains of Utah, USA, with 47,000 tree stems. The world’s tallest known tree is a 
Sequoia sempervirens (redwood) in California, at 115.56 in linear meters above the ground.

Other measures that could be studied and compared are the canopy volume, the surface area of all  
wood and leaves, the crown spread or biomass of roots, the number of leaves, or the mass (not volume) 
of wood.

Indian banyans
The Indian banyan trees presented here are likely contenders for the largest geographical area covered 
by a single tree crown, as measured by square meters covered by a single individual tree. 

These trees are essential landmarks to the Indian cultural landscape, providing shade, habitat, historical 
links, and sacred structure to the people of India and other countries. Banyan trees are ubiquitous as 
central meeting points in towns throughout India. They are often referred to as the Sanskritic 



"Kalapvriksha", or mythological wish-fulfilling tree. Several banyan trees in India are linked to ancient 
and mythological events. In Kurukshetra, Haryana, a specific banyan is revered as the site of the god 
Krishna dictated the treatise of the Bhagavad-Gita to the warrior Arjuna of the ancient epic 
Mahabharata. The sage and poet Kabir, whose writings are sacred to Sikhs, Hindus, and Muslims, is 
associated with a giant banyan (mentioned below) on an island in the Narmada River of Gujarat.  When 
visited by the British explorer Forbes in 1772, he described it as “'forming a canopy of verdant foliage 

impenetrable to a tropic sun, extending over a circumference of two thousand feet...” and produced a 
sketch presented as Figure 1 (Forbes, 1813). This tree is claimed to be the same tree was the one visited 
by Alexander the Great’s army,  2,300 years ago, described by his lieutenant Nearchus as on the shores 
of the Narmada River (Burns, 1918).

Figure 1. “A view of Cubbeer Burr, the celebrated Banian Tree, on an island in the Nerbudda, drawn from  
nature 1772”, from Forbes (1813)

Methods

 Initial information
As there is no catalogue previously available of the largest banyans, learning about candidates for the 
largest banyan trees could not be done in a repeatable, systematic matter. This cataloguing of India's 
largest banyans was done under the context of a geographical and environmental education project 
entitled "Landmark Trees of India."  (Bar-Ness, 2010, in press) During the years 2008-2010, almost one 
thousand of India's most famous, sacred, notable, and remarkable trees were visited, photographed, 
and mapped (using GPS technology or direct location on Google Earth). This project, and the contacts 
and publicity associated with it, provided a pathway for information about India's superlative trees to 
reach the author. As best as possible, all of the giant banyans were visited. Several of the largest trees 
are well-known and listed in travel guidebooks (e.g. Rough Guide, 2008). Other trees were learned of by 
newspaper articles, field guide descriptions, or suggestions from botanists and foresters. 



Candidates
Within India, eight trees were identified as candidates for the largest banyan in India. These trees are 
commonly claimed to be giants and were learned about as described above. These eight trees are 
mapped in Figure 2.

Figure 2. Locations of eight candidates for India’s largest banyan

A further eight banyans within India were selected from the Landmark Trees of India project for 
comparison; these trees were still remarkably large specimens but were not ever claimed as the largest. 
This set of trees is presented to show a wider range of large banyans and to add material to this initial 
catalogue of India’s giant banyan trees. Finally, six banyan trees located in other countries and 
celebrated as the largest there are presented.  These international banyans presented in this article 
were discovered by repeated internet searches for "largest OR biggest banyan". 

 In total, 22 trees are tabulated here with their locations and cultural significance briefly addressed as 
Table 1. These trees, to the best of knowledge, represents the first members of a list-in-progress, but 
should not be considered a complete and final listing.



Candidate Name Species State Locality Latitude N Longitude E Altitude Visited? Brief Description Signposted Information
Largest Indian Banyans (8):

Bangalore  Doda Aladamara F. benghalensis India: 
Karnataka

Bangalore 12.90948200 77.39567300 840 Y The Big Banyan outside of Bangalore has been developed as a popular tourist 
attraction

Kabir Vad Banyan F. benghalensis India: Gujarat Bharuch 21.76231000 73.14271200 13 Y On a sand island in the Holy Narmada river, the discarded toothbrush twig of the Sage 
Kabir has grown into one of the world's broadest trees

Pillalamarri F. benghalensis India: Andhra 
Pradesh

Mahbubnagar 16.77509300 78.01308900 527 N A relatively unknown giant tree in southern Andhra Pradesh is preserved as a 
children's park in thr town of Mahbubnagar

Sign posted: Age ~700 yrs 

Ranthambore Banyan F. benghalensis India: 
Rajasthan

Ranthambore 
National Park

26.02446200 76.45580400 382 N Near the Jogi Mahal Fort at the western entrance of Ranthambore Tiger Sanctuary, 
this banyan is often claimed to be the second largest in the world.

The Giant Banyan of Majhi F. benghalensis India: Uttar 
Pradesh

Lucknow 27.03481800 80.77306500 128 Y This giant banyan hides amonst the mango orchards near Lucknow, and underneath 
its spreading branches is the tomb of Hanse Baba

The Great Banyan F. benghalensis India: West 
Bengal

Calcutta 22.56093800 88.28675000 15 Y The Great Banyan of Calcutta 's Howrah Botanical Gardens is a famous landmark and 
tourist attraction

Sign posted: 250 yrs age, 24.5m highest branch, 2880 prop 
roots, 1.08km circumference; Sign posted ~1.5 ha area;  Sign 
posted: Damaged by 1864 and 1867 cyclones, occupies 
14428.44 sq m

Theosophical Society Big BanyanF. benghalensis India: Tamil 
Nadu

Chennai 13.01021600 80.26835400 12 Y One tree claimed as the world's largest banyans can be found in the middle of Chennai 
on the forested campus of the Theosophical Society, a spiritual movement founded by 
Madam Blavatsky

Sign posted: NS is 238 ft (72m), EW is 250ft (76m), 59500 sq 
ft (5527 sq m) 

Thimmamma Marrimanu F. benghalensis India: Andhra 
Pradesh

Kadiri 14.02814600 78.32518000 577 Y The royal lady Thimammamba planted this tree six hundred years ago before virtuosly 
sacrificing her life on her husband's funeral pyre

Sign posted: 650 yrs age, 2.5ha area, 1650 prop roots; Sign 
posted:  40% lost to cyclones since 1950,

Indian Banyans for Comparison (8):
Allahabad Uni Giant F. benghalensis India: Uttar 

Pradesh
Allahabad 25.46551900 81.85920100 105 Y This giant banyan spreads wide and provides shade to students at Allahabad 

University
Auroville Matrimandir Banyan F. benghalensis India: Tamil 

Nadu
Auroville 12.00745000 79.81007000 58 Y When Sri Aurobindo and the Mother established Auroville on what was then degraded 

farmlands, they chose this banyan tree as the focal point from which their reforestation 
and conscious-living community would spread

Murayur Childrens Park Banyan F. benghalensis India: Kerala Murayur 10.27598200 77.15947000 1008 Y Surrounded by sandalwood forests and soaring granite mountains, the town of Murayur 
is fortunate to have a park with a giant banyan for kids to play under

Nallur Spreading Banyan F. benghalensis India: 
Karnataka

Bangalore 13.19698000 77.76637100 890 Y A large, ancient banyan at Nallur grove, near Bangalore

The Arambol Temple Tree F. benghalensis India: Goa Arambol 15.69923100 73.70167200 36 Y Hiding in the forests behind Sweetwater Lake at Arambol Beach is a large banyan 
tree, where you can always find a friendly group of beach pilgrims and holy men

The Fa ce of Shiva F. benghalensis India: Uttar 
Pradesh

Lucknow 26.85770300 80.95059800 119 Y A looming grey face, attributed to Shiva, peers out from this banyan at the National  
Botanical Research Institute

VijayNagar Wishing Tree F. benghalensis India: 
Karnataka

Hampi 15.33968400 76.47203800 417 Y At the granitic riverside in what used to be the grand Vijay Capitol, a big banyan holds 
many peoples wishes  via cloths and strings

Vyasa Gaddi Ba nyan F. benghalensis India: Uttar 
Pradesh

Lucknow 27.34485200 80.48442300 131 N Near Varanasi, a sacred banyan at Vyas Gaddi marks where  the god Vishnu killed 
the demons Gayasura and Durjaya

Superlative International Banyans (6):
Edison Banyan F. benghalensis USA: Florida Fort Myers 26.63401200 -81.87930200 2 N The American inventor Thomas Edison planted the first Indian banyan in the USA, a 

gift from the tire manufactor Firestone in 1925

Lahaina Banyan F. benghalensis USA: Hawaii Maui Island: 
Lahaina

20.87186100 -156.67760200 2 N Hawaii's largest banyan was planted in 1873 for the anniversary of 50 years of 
Christian missions there, and is now a well-loved waterfront park

Pharwala Fort Banyan F. benghalensis Pakistan:Pun
jab

Pharwara Fort 33.62171100 73.30021600 552 N In Pakistan's Punjab province, a banyan stands amongst the ruins of an ancient fort

Phimai Sa i Ngam Giant Banya n F. benghalensis Thailand Phimai 15.22645800 102.50425000 156 Thailand's largest banyan tree is found at a temple on a small island.
Wonderboom F. salicifolia South Africa: Pretoria -25.68731000 28.19176400 1258 N A tourist attraction in Pretoria is the famous Wonderboom tree, more than one 

thousand years old and the site of a preserve with Neolithic archeological remains
Yungaburra Curtain Fig F. virens Australia:Que

ensland
Atherton -17.28604800 145.57391800 726 Y On the Atherton TableLands of Queensland's Wet Tropics, this large leaning tree is 

supported by a massive curtain of fig roots

Table 1. Banyan trees studied tabulated with location and description

Aerial photo analysis
All trees were located geographically using GPS technology or Google Earth software available at 
http://earth.google.com. The latitude and longitude of the 22 trees was tabulated and a collection of 
geographical placemarks generated. These can be viewed with Google Earth using the data file available 
at http://www.treeoctopus.net/india/Banyan/Banyan.kmz .  Using the polygon function, the outline of 
the tree's crown was traced to calculate canopy coverage. The accuracy of the polygons’ representation 
of the tree itself is subject to the quality of the aerial photography available (e.g. the Phimai Sai Ngam 
images are of poor quality) and the color and textural contrast with neighboring trees. The provider of 
the digital imagery and the date of the picture was recorded from the software, and a screen capture 
taken of the polygon overlaying the tree crown image. These screen captures of the eight candidates for 
the largest banyan in India are presented as Figure 3.

The ruler tool was used to manually measure the crown spread, or the longest distance (on any 
horizontal axis) from end to end of the tree.   The polygons were submitted to the Polygon Calculator at 
Earthpoint (Earthpoint 2010) and the geometrical statistics- perimeter, area, central point- were 
tabulated. The original outline was used to calculate the gross area coverage of the tree. For trees with 
visible clearings caused by human activity, cyclones, or disease, polygons were generated tracing these 
open spaces, and their area subtracted from the gross area to generate a net area. The trees were 
ranked by three measures of size: net area, gross area, and crown spread.

http://www.treeoctopus.net/india/Banyan/Banyan.kmz


Figure 3. Google Earth screen captures with polygon overlays of eight candidate giant Indian banyan  
trees. The black bars within the margins are scaled to 50m.  Upper row, L-R: The Giant Banyan of Majhi,  

Theosophical Society Banyan, The Great Banyan, Bangalore Doda Aladamara.  Lower row, L-R: Kabir Vad  
Banyan, Thimmamma Marrimanu, Pillalamarri, Ranthambore Banyan.

Results

Name

Net Area 

(m2)

Gross Area 

(m2)

Clearance 

(m2)
Crown Spread 

(m)
Perimeter 

Length (m)
Imagery 

Date Imagery Provider

Thimmamma Marrimanu 19107.7654 20,190.02 1082.26 186 846.1767 Apr-10 GeoEye
Kabir Vad Banyan 17520.0939 20,985.13 3,465.04 204 640.9217 Mar-09 GeoEye
The Giant Banyan of Majhi 16769.671 17,320.50 550.8286 209 700.027 Nov-09 GeoEye
The Great Banyan 16531.1908 16,531.19 177 580.3599 Feb-09 GeoEye
Pillalamarri 12267.1601 12,267.16 154 636.803 Nov-06 DigitalGlobe
Bangalore Doda Aladamara 10305.4358 10,607.92 302.4873 139 456.0962 Mar-09 GeoEye
Theosophical Society Big Banyan 5329.2104 5,329.21 97 298.7006 Apr-09 GeoEye, Europa Technologies
Ranthambore Banyan 4600.6502 4,600.65 90 260.7995 Mar-10 GeoEye
Lahaina Banyan 4225.7583 4,225.76 84 251.1597 Unknown DigitalGlobe
Phimai Sai Ngam Giant Banyan 3912.7227 3,912.72 87 170.5383 Unknown Cnes/Spot Image, Tele Atlas
Murayur Childrens Park Banyan 3122.7383 3,122.74 78 221.402 May-03 GeoEye
Nallur Spreading Banyan 3111.959 3,111.96 84 234.056 Dec-09 GeoEye
Edison Banyan 2532.8564 2,532.86 61 194.9757 Apr-10 Europa Technologies
Wonderboom 2425.995 2,426.00 62 217.1019 Unknown DigitalGlobe, TeleAtlas
The Face of Shiva 2119.018 2,119.02 71 230.1556 Feb-10 GeoEye, Europa Technologies
Pharwala Fort Banyan 2071.3641 2,071.36 55 175.4026 Mar-10 GeoEye
Yungaburra Curtain Fig 1803.3808 1,803.38 58 205.6198 Jul-06 DigitalGlobe, MapData Sciences Pty Ltd
Auroville Matrimandir Banyan 1773.9405 1,773.94 53 152.691 Sep-05 Europa Technologies
VijayNagar Wishing Tree 1460.4043 1,460.40 59 169.39 Mar-10 Europa Technologies
Vyasa Gaddi Banyan 1376.9763 1,376.98 53 189.5274 Aug-09 GeoEye
Allahabad Uni Giant 1278.0234 1,278.02 45 144.5045 Apr-08 DigitalGlobe
The Arambol Temple Tree 479.8458 479.8458 40 74.7091 Jan-08 DigitalGlobe

Table 2. The size and aerial photographic information for twenty-two banyan trees, sorted by descending  
canopy coverage area



Figure 4. Exterior view of Thimmamma Marrimanu banyan, Andhra Pradesh.

Figure 5. Interior view of the Great Banyan of Calcutta

Catalogue
The data tables presented in this article are the beginning of a catalogue of giant banyan trees. Table 1 
provides the location and description for each tree. The quantification of tree size is presented in Table 
2, and additional on-line resources available through the internet is found in Table 3.

Online Data Resources: Internet URL
Photograph gallery: www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/BanyanPhotos/index.html
Google Earth Package (Placemarks + photographs + polygons) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/banyan.kmz
Aerial image + Polygon gallery (50m scale) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/AerialScale50/thumb.html
Aerial image + Polygon gallery (100m scale) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/AerialScale100/thumb.html
Internet Maps Link (Placemarks + photographs + polygons) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/banyanmaplink.txt
Eight candidate banyans, polygon comparison, 50m scale www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/Lineup50.jpg
Eight candidate banyans, polygon comparison, 100m scale www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/Lineup100.jpg
Landmark Trees of India HomePage www.treeoctopus.net/india.htm

Table 3 Additional information available via Internet associated with catalogue of giant banyan trees.



Rankings
Four trees dominated the listings for the three measures of size: net canopy coverage, gross area, and 
crown spread (Table 2).

 The banyan tree covering the largest net area is Thimmamma Marrimanu in the State of Andhra 
Pradesh (Figure 4). It currently covers a net canopy coverage of 19,107 m2, which is approximately nine 
percent more than the second-ranked tree, the Kabir Vad Banyan, at 17,520 m2. The third- and fourth- 
ranked trees, with a difference of less then two percent of total area, are the Giant Banyan of Majhi and 
the famous Great Banyan of Calcutta (Figure 5). 

When rankings trees with the largest gross area, before subtracting for clearances, these two trees 
switch places: the Kabir Vad Banyan is the largest at 20,985 m2, and Thimmamma Marrimanu is the 
second largest at 20,190 m2. As with the net area, the third and fourth ranks are held by the Giant 
Banyan of Majhi and the Great Banyan of Calcutta.

When looking only at the 1-dimensional crown spread of these trees, the broadest tree was the Giant 
Banyan of Majhi at 209 m, followed very closely by the Kabir Vad Banyan at 204 m. Thimmamma 
Marrimanu and the Great Banyan followed in third and fourth rankings. Because a circle is the most 
efficient container of 2-dimensional area, the change in rankings is related with the change in 
eccentricity of the circular shape, i.e. the two trees with the largest crown spread are less circular than 
the other two trees which have larger area. 

 Individual Trees 
A prominent sign at Thimmamma Marrimanu  claims that the tree covers 2.5 ha in area, but our 
measured value of 20,190 m2 gross area is substantially smaller than this claim. Substantial damage to 
the tree was caused by a cyclone, but the primary damage to the tree has been human-caused 
clearance. 1,082 m2, or five percent of its gross area, has been completely cleared.  This tree is known as 
the largest banyan to botanists and tree-enthusiasts of India, but it is generally unknown to the public.  
Using the net canopy coverage area covered by a tree as the primary measure of size, this individual, at 
19,107 m2 is the largest known tree in the world.

The Kabir Vad Banyan, even with sixteen percent of its 20,985 m2 gross area having cleared for the 
building of a temple inside, is still the second largest tree in the world, by net area. While this tree is 
well-known as a pilgrimage destination, few claims for its superlative status are extant. Without the 
clearance to the tree caused by the temple’s construction, this tree would cover the largest gross area of 
any single known living tree. This tree is of additional interest, as the possibility it is more than two 
thousand years old would make it one of the oldest known banyan trees.

Hidden in the mango orchards near Lucknow, the Giant Banyan of Majhi was the largest measured tree 
for crown spread. It is almost completely unknown outside of the region. There were no references to it  



encountered by the author, save for one newspaper article (Shukla, 2008). This tree, growing next to 
well-tended mango orchards, was the most difficult to delineate on the aerial imagery. 

The tree most often claimed as the broadest banyan in the world, the Great Banyan of Calcutta, was the 
fourth-ranked in our three measures of size. The Great Banyan of Calcutta is signposted as being 1.5 ha 
in area, and our value of 16,531 m2 for net value is comparable to this value. However, our results do 
not support the often-claimed contention that this is the broadest tree living.

Pillalamari, near Hyderabad, is a giant banyan that has the fifth largest net area (12,267 m2) and the fifth 
largest crown spread (154 m).  The popular tourist destination near Bangalore, the Doda Aladamara, is  
the sixth largest tree by net area (10,305 m^2) and the sixth largest by crown spread (139m^2). Like 
other superlative banyans, this one has had three percent of its gross area removed for construction of a 
temple.

The Theosophical Society Banyan in Chennai is also often claimed to one of the largest trees in the 
world, and is most commonly referred to as the second largest after the Great Banyan. However, its 
signposted area coverage of 59,500 feet2, or 5,527 m2 is only about a quarter of the gross area of the 
Kabir Vad Banyan. For all three measures of tree size, it ranked seventh. The Ranthambore banyan, at 
the Jogi Mahal at Ranthambore National Park, is the eighth largest banyan for the three measures of 
tree size.

Of the trees outside of India, the one with the largest net area covered is the Lahaina Banyan in Hawaii,  
covering 4,225 m2. This is about one-fifth the area of the largest Indian trees.

Discussion
In this article, techniques developed only in the last several years are used to quantify these claims. Our 
contribution is to establish a catalogue for future students of giant Ficus trees, governmental and local 
custodians, superlative-interested botanists, and the public tourist to access organized information 
about these trees.

Compared to other giant trees known to the author worldwide, these banyans have by far the largest 
canopy coverage covered and the broadest crown spread of any known living trees. While this report is 
intended to compare the claims of superlative size between Indian F. benghalensis, it additionally 
provides quantifiable information on the exceptional size of these trees relative to other species. In the 
absence of any known contentions that other tree species have larger area of canopy coverage, these 
trees are presumably amongst the most physically superlative living organisms on Earth. Consequently, 
these trees are the largest trees known on Earth to those who hold canopy coverage or crown spread to 
be the critical measure of tree size.

Beyond the aerial photography 2-dimensional analysis used here, site visits could incorporate more 
detailed measurements using such tools as laser scanners, stereo photography, or direct tape 
measurements of all branches.  These detailed measurements could assess whether these trees are also 
the largest living trees by wood volume. By adding up the wood volumes of each of the thousands of 



trunks and interconnected branches present in the larger banyan trees, a total value could be directly 
compared with the 1,487 m3 of wood volume in the General Sherman Sequoia in California.  

The cataloguing and measurements of these trees is by no means a final, static statement on these 
superlative individuals. Not only will these trees grow and shrink over time, but the techniques and 
available imagery at the time of analysis are subject to change and debate. The trees will be damaged by 
fungal and insect attacks, inclement weather, geological events, and human impact. It is conceivable 
that the clearing of area in a banyan tree for religious or interpretive building may contribute to its 
longevity; the increased care due to the attention and fame associated with these modifications may 
outweigh the damage to the living organism.

 The readers of this article are encouraged to share and publicly compare any contending claims for the 
world’s broadest tree.  Internet tools, and correspondence with interested organizations or individuals, 
will aid all in accurate measurements and useful application of the data. It is hoped that these organisms 
will survive, like the Kabir Vad Banyan, for at least another two thousand years and provide inspiration 
and shade for generations to come.
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Table 3 Additional information available via Internet associated with catalogue of giant banyan trees,  
alternate format.

Online Data Resources: Internet URL
Photograph gallery: www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/BanyanPhotos/index.html
Google Earth Package (Placemarks + 
photographs + polygons) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/banyan.kmz
Aerial image + Polygon gallery (50m scale) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/AerialScale50/thumb.html
Aerial image + Polygon gallery (100m scale) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/AerialScale100/thumb.html
Internet Maps Link (Placemarks + photographs + 
polygons) www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/banyanmaplink.txt
Eight candidate banyans, polygon comparison, 
50m scale www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/Lineup50.jpg
Eight candidate banyans, polygon comparison, 
100m scale www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/Lineup100.jpg
Landmark Trees of India HomePage www.treeoctopus.net/india.htm
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http://www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/banyan.kmz
http://www.treeoctopus.net/india/banyan/BanyanPhotos/index.html
http://www.humboldt.edu/redwoods/sillett/publications/ishiiEtAl2008.pdf
http://www.humboldt.edu/redwoods/sillett/publications/ishiiEtAl2008.pdf
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