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For slow travelers, it’s very likely that you and your backpack are going to
be involved in a long term, intimate relationship so you might as well
invest time in customizing your backpack and making it uniquely yours.

Write your details

Using a permanent marker, inscribe your name, email, phone number and address. If it gets
lost, you never know, but someone might find it and take the effort to get it back to you.

Slice off the extra straps

You can take a lesson from the obsessive ultra-light mountain climbers. Do you really need that
extra 50 cm of nylon webbing for your waist belt? Do you really need those ice axe loops
hanging from the bottom? Do you have a use and idea for every single bit of nylon hanging off
the pack?

Modern packs are over-engineered, and you’d be amazed at the amount of weight and tangle-
straps you can remove with a sharp pair of scissors. Use a lighter to melt the plastic to keep it
from fraying.
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Be careful not to cut anything critical!

Fold-stitch the carrying handles

Nowadays, many packs have a handle between the shoulder straps and the top, and this grip
handle is important for moving the pack around. Flat nylon webbing can be harsh on the hand,
but if you fold it in half, you’ll find it’s much easier to grip. Just stitch it to keep it folded.

If you want to be really fancy, find a plastic tube to slip over the handle- your fingers will be
happy!

Sew on a patch, and make it
a pocket

It seems that after a certain point you’ll
have more patches than places to put
them, but one simple thing to remember
is that sewing three quarters of a patch
onto a backpack panel can reveal a small,
unexpected new pocket!

Rectangular patches work best. You can
even add a bit of velcro to keep things
inside secure.

Shine on with reflecto-strips

One of the most dangerous situations you
may encounter on your adventures will
involve motor-vehicles manned by
distracted [often insane] drivers.

Like joggers and bicyclists, you will be
much safer on the road if you have some
high-reflective strips or cord visible on
strategic places.

You can sew a panel of reflective material
onto your pack or even facing forward on
your shoulder straps.

At some outdoor equipment stores, you can get special reflective cord designed for tent guy
lines; this works well and can be used for many different purposes.

Stash some cash

Have a careful look at the design of your pack. Can you open any internal frame-pockets or slice
open the storm flaps protecting the zippers? You might be able to use this as a place to hide a
few rolled-up bills.

Make interlacing zipper pulls

There seems to be an almost infinite variety of zipper pulls: some with bells, thermometers,
whistles, compasses… But I’d put all those fancy gadgets-on-a-string somewhere safe and secure
inside a pocket and replace the zipper pulls with loops simple cord. Not only is it more discreet,
but you can tangle them easily to make a slightly more secure closure.

If you have twin holes for a small padlock built into the zipper, you can also put a piece of string
or a paper clip through as a temporary make-shift lock. Obviously, this will not prevent theft,
but it can stall the process a little longer.

Find a permanent home for
a large plastic bag

A plastic sheet is considered a useful
survival tool by outdoor experts. After
all, you really can’t seek shelter from rain
under a Swiss Army knife.

One afternoon monsoon downpour while
you are packing your sketchbook and
laptop computer, and you’ll wish you had
kept a plastic bag in your pack.

Rain covers are good options but tend to
be heavier and less versatile.

Find a place, maybe inside the internal

The Radar  

Quick hits from the Matador Editors

Shoot, Busk, Blog: How To Share Your
Travel Experiences [NYC]

[VIDEO]: Cruise Ship Passengers Tossed
Around in Heavy Seas

Infographic relating the magnitude of
Pakistan Flooding

As It Happens, climbing videos from the
field

Own Less, Travel More

Freelance Lifestyle Catching On

Qaddafi’s Female Bodyguards, e-
publishing debate: CUNY Events

TBEX ‘11 Vancouver: Tickets Back On
Sale Sept 5th at 6 AM PST

yTravel writes about MatadorU

Brazil Day 2010 in NYC

Popular Stories on Matador

How to Get
Tubed in Tarp
[Video]
When searching for
some hollow waves,
young Orange Coun... 

Buenos Aires
Binge Eating 101
We gave Tom Gates
24 hours to eat as
much as he could s... 

How to Get a Job
Teaching in
Japan
Thinking about
teaching in Japan?
Read Rachel Turner's
... 

10 Extraordinary
Burial
Ceremonies
From Around The
World
Not all cultures
believe in burying the

dead in the gro... 

How to Be Your
Own Chai Wallah
Learn the skills of a
chai wallah by
creating your own ... 

In Defense Of
The Introverted
Traveler
Who says you need to
be an extrovert to
enjoy traveling... 

Technology
Bytes: Develop
iPhone and
Android Apps
Online
Two companies have
introduced a way for

those without p... 

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.flickr.com/photos/keepwaddling1/3280240368/
http://matadortravel.com
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/shoot-busk-blog-how-to-share-your-travel-experiences-nyc/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/video-cruise-ship-passengers-tossed-around-in-heavy-seas/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/infographic-relating-the-magnitude-of-pakistan-flooding/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/as-it-happens-climbing-videos-from-the-field/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/own-less-travel-more/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/freelance-lifestyle-catching-on/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/qaddafis-female-bodyguards-e-publishing-debate-cuny-events/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/tbex-11-vancouver-tickets-back-on-sale-sept-5-6-am-pst/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/ytravel-writes-about-matadoru/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/brazil-day-2010-in-nyc/
http://matadorsports.com/how-to-get-tubed-in-tarp-video/
http://matadorsports.com/how-to-get-tubed-in-tarp-video/
http://matadorsports.com/how-to-get-tubed-in-tarp-video/
http://matadornights.com/buenos-aires-binge-eating/
http://matadornights.com/buenos-aires-binge-eating/
http://matadornights.com/buenos-aires-binge-eating/
http://matadorabroad.com/how-to-get-a-job-teaching-in-japan/
http://matadorabroad.com/how-to-get-a-job-teaching-in-japan/
http://matadorabroad.com/how-to-get-a-job-teaching-in-japan/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2008/06/25/10-extraordinary-burial-ceremonies-from-around-the-world/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2008/06/25/10-extraordinary-burial-ceremonies-from-around-the-world/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2008/06/25/10-extraordinary-burial-ceremonies-from-around-the-world/
http://matadorlife.com/how-to-be-your-own-chai-wallah/
http://matadorlife.com/how-to-be-your-own-chai-wallah/
http://matadorlife.com/how-to-be-your-own-chai-wallah/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/02/19/in-defense-of-the-introverted-traveler/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/02/19/in-defense-of-the-introverted-traveler/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/02/19/in-defense-of-the-introverted-traveler/
http://matadorgoods.com/technology-bytes-develop-iphone-and-android-apps-online/
http://matadorgoods.com/technology-bytes-develop-iphone-and-android-apps-online/
http://matadorgoods.com/technology-bytes-develop-iphone-and-android-apps-online/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Photo by Bekathwia

Matador ID: treeoctopus

Y.D. Bar-Ness is a forest ecologist
and biogeographer, currently at work
in the tropical jungles of Southern

India. His New Year's goal is to learn to climb coconut
trees.
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frameworks, and line it with a plastic bag
to protect your gear.

Tattoo it

Why wait for someone else to embroider
the perfect patch for your backpack?

You can tattoo your own design, with the
help of a permanent marker or some paint. It will wear down over time, but nylon will hold the
ink pretty well.

If you are heading into tiger-country, you can draw false eyes on it to scare off tigers stalking
from behind.

If you are going into clear- skied wilderness, you can mark some star constellations on it. If you
are joining a large group, you can write your name. If you are going into a unsettled zone, you
can mark your flag or affiliation.

You can write key phrases in a foreign language, or just draw pretty pictures.

Your imagination is the limit.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Ever wondered what fellow travelers carry in their backpacks? Check out Matador Goods’
What’s In Your Backpack? series.
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Share ShareThis 212 4 Like

About the Author

Related Posts

9 Comments... join the discussion!

Jason of Two Backpackers replied on January 26, 2010

Some interesting and fun ideas to spice up a backpacker! Nice
job.

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

Silvia replied on January 26, 2010

Those are some great ideas to not only customize our
backpacks, but also to make them more functional. I can’t even tell
you how many times the plastic bag technique has come in handy
for me. Thanks for an awesome post!

(Report comment)
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Anil replied on January 26, 2010

Customization also acts like an anti-theft device. It’s easier to
recognize your stuff and makes it look not nearly as shiny-new-
nice.

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

Reeti replied on January 27, 2010

First off, great piece!

Also, which part of southern India are you working on?

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

@AlexBerger replied on February 3, 2010

One of my favorites is a must for daypacks. I usually opt for the
$15 school daypack from Walmart, then take superglue and
reinforce the shoulder straps where they connect with the top of
the pack. I’ve found that even extremely durable packs tend to be
exceptionally weak here. The superglue bonds in a way that you’ll
be hard pressed to beat with even the most thorough needlework.
It’s relatively clean, hard to spot, and a great way to enhance your
bag. It’s also great for on the go mending in case of tears, knife
cuts, etc.

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

Beth replied on April 12, 2010

I actually use those ice pick hooks on the bottom of my pack (but
of course not for ice picks.) I use 2 carabiner clips to attach my
sleeping bag so that a) I have more room in my pack and b) that
weight is directly on my hips. I have a small collection of patches
collecting dust, so maybe my pretty blue bag could use some
accessorizing. 

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

Alaina O'Brien replied on April 26, 2010

I used to decorate my bag with pins, but, naturally, they kept
popping off. Maybe I should move on to patches…

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

Kathy replied on April 26, 2010

I once saw a man walking through Vancouver with a backpack
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covered with places he’s been and dates he was there. It was
pretty neat, and it looked like he had been to ALOT of places.

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

jonathan linn replied on May 16, 2010

Two days before I leave Miami for a month plus around
Nicaragua, I’m dragging my pack out of the trunk to catch a plane
and it breaks. Sure I had it to full, but then there was room right?
The beauty of BABYPINS! So I get home and have to find a pack
quick, but have a bad taste for the gourmet. I did three months out
of my high school backpack around Israel and Egypt so I know
how to streamline. This time though was a diving trip so I was
carrying my gear. (Later found that alI told I was hauling avg.
100lbs., but the diving is what I wanted.) So my solution is my
happiest yet. Went to a local military resale and bought one of their
duffels with backpacking straps ($30). Bleached it so the bag
looked like it had been @ the world underneath a pack of
elephants. (To give the appearance of a seasoned traveler with
nothing to offer). My friend had brought one of those reusable
grocery bags which we always loaded with lunch, water, and a
book. I’ve taken scissors to the old pack and sewn all the comfort
padding onto the military. Feels great, looks good, and WON’T fail.
It’s topload to, so know sticky fingers. I’ll post a pic on my
couchsurfing sight. Good Times!

(Report comment)

↵ Reply

LEAVE A COMMENT

 Name (required)

 E-mail (required)

 Website

 Notify me of followup comments via e-mail

Submit Comment

C H A N G E

 
“Hole in the Fence” – One Family’s Adventure in Sustainability
The Fight for Niyamgiri Hills
Panhandlers: Where Does Your Spare Change Go?
Photo Essay: Songs of Memory
Volunteer in the Dominican Republic: DREAM Project
5 WWOOFing Opportunities in France

A B R O A D

 
Professional Internship Opportunities in Peru
Korean Beauty
Expat Life in Japan: Baby Shower Lost in Translation
Is Teaching ESL “Recession-Proof”?
Tales From the Frontier of Expat Life: A White Western Woman in Peru
On My Way to Work: Mumbai

T R I P  I D E A S

 
What NOT to Do in China
Photo Essay: Images from Ecuador
The Past in its Wake
5 of Ireland’s Best Beaches
5 Reasons Why I Want to Travel to Lebanon Right Now
Photo Essay: 18 Places to Feel Dwarfed by Nature

L I F E

 
How to be the Perfect House Sitter or Swapper
Facing Off Against Reverse Culture Shock
Love In The Time of Matador: Navigating the Waters of an Open Relationship
20 Tips for Surviving a Flight with your Child
When Your World Turns Upside Down
100 Things to Experience Before You Die

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

javascript:void(0)
http://matadorgoods.com/9-ways-to-customize-your-backpack/?replytocom=4444#respond
http://couchsurfing
javascript:void(0)
http://matadorgoods.com/9-ways-to-customize-your-backpack/?replytocom=4552#respond
http://matadortrips.com/what-not-to-do-in-china/
http://matadortrips.com/photo-essay-images-from-ecuador/
http://matadortrips.com/the-past-in-its-wake/
http://matadortrips.com/5-of-ireland%e2%80%99s-best-beaches/
http://matadortrips.com/5-reasons-why-i-want-to-travel-to-lebanon-right-now/
http://matadortrips.com/photo-essay-18-places-to-feel-dwarfed-by-nature/
http://matadorlife.com/how-to-be-the-perfect-house-sitter-or-swapper/
http://matadorlife.com/facing-off-against-reverse-culture-shock/
http://matadorlife.com/love-in-the-time-of-matador-navigating-the-waters-of-an-open-relationship/
http://matadorlife.com/20-tips-for-surviving-a-flight-with-your-child/
http://matadorlife.com/when-your-world-turns-upside-down/
http://matadorlife.com/100-things-to-experience-before-you-die/
http://matadorchange.com/hole-in-the-fence-%e2%80%93-one-family%e2%80%99s-adventure-in-sustainability/
http://matadorchange.com/the-fight-for-niyamgiri-hills/
http://matadorchange.com/panhandlers-where-does-your-spare-change-go/
http://matadorchange.com/photo-essay-songs-of-memory/
http://matadorchange.com/volunteer-in-the-dominican-republic-dream-project/
http://matadorchange.com/5-wwoofing-opportunities-in-france/
http://matadorabroad.com/professional-internship-opportunities-in-peru/
http://matadorabroad.com/korean-beauty/
http://matadorabroad.com/expat-life-in-japan-baby-shower-lost-in-translation/
http://matadorabroad.com/is-teaching-esl-recession-proof/
http://matadorabroad.com/tales-from-the-frontier-of-expat-life-a-white-western-woman-in-peru/
http://matadorabroad.com/on-my-way-to-work-mumbai/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


T R A V E L  W R I T I N G

 
Notes on New England
25 Recommended Travel & Reportage Photography Sites
Gurus, Gods & Camels: Notes from Inside the Images
Notes from the Trans-Siberian Railroad
Photo Contest: Gap Adventures “Sense Appeal”
6 Ways to Get Great Colors in Your Photos Without Photoshop

S P I R I T

 
10 Reasons I Had to Escape, STAT
Climbing the Mountain: Facing Fear and Feeling Lost in Egypt
When Travel Takes A Friend
Fasting on Ramadan: Connecting with the “Real” Turkey
A Meditation on the Waters of Bali
Why Goal-Based Living Will Ruin Your Life

N I G H T L I F E

 
Eat, Play, Grub: Dallas Diversions and Dining Are Big Fun
Your Ashes on Wax: AndVinyly Is Putting the Fun Back in Funeral
Extreme Binge Drinking on Display: An Interview with Black Out Korea
4 Delectable Rodents and the Wines that Go with Them
Favela on Blast: Diplo’s New Documentary on Baile Funk in Rio’s Slums
Brush With Fame: Crying with Wilco’s Jeff Tweedy

G E A R

 
Get Anti-Social and End Your Distractions
5 Nonfiction Books on Central Asia
Review of eSkyGuide iPhone App
Technology And The Way We Interact While Traveling
My Favorite Books: Member’s Pick for Week 08/30/10
Staying Elegant While Traveling With Meray Arnett Bags

N E W S

 
Matador Friday Photo: “The Most Kick-Ass Flat in Warsaw”
Meet a Matador Team Member: Anne Merritt
Matadorian Camden Luxford opens hostel in Peru
Matador Friday Photo: When in Cuba
Fall 2010 Glimpse Correspondents announced
Matador Friday Photo: Sometimes You Just Can’t Get Rid of a Stray

T V

 
Brainrotting: Ep. 6 – North Mexico
How To Make Mongolian Camel Curd
Monday Moment of Zen at Yosemite
InTransit: Ep. 20 – Leon, Nicaragua
Simbear Barcelona 2010
Letters from Thailand

S P O R T S

 
Stretches That Harm, Stretches That Heal
Building Skis and Skating Rinks: 5 Hands-On Projects You Can Do
Blood, Sweat and YouTube [Video]
Photo Essay: A Tribute to Cold-Water Surfing
5 Pro Playlists: Athletes’ Favorite Pump-Up Music
How Climbers Can Help Pakistan Rebuild

M A T A D O R  R A D A R

 
Shoot, Busk, Blog: How To Share Your Travel Experiences [NYC]
[VIDEO]: Cruise Ship Passengers Tossed Around in Heavy Seas
Infographic relating the magnitude of Pakistan Flooding
As It Happens, climbing videos from the field
Own Less, Travel More
Freelance Lifestyle Catching On

A L L

 

Copyright ©2010 Travel Magazine | Copyright Notice | Archives | Contributors | Advertising | About | Jobs | Contact | Travel Writing 

Proudly powered by Wordpress 

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://thetravelersnotebook.com/articles/notes-on-new-england/
http://thetravelersnotebook.com/articles/25-of-the-best-travel-photography-sites-on-the-internet/
http://thetravelersnotebook.com/articles/gurus-gods-camels-notes-from-inside-the-images/
http://thetravelersnotebook.com/articles/notes-from-the-trans-siberian-railroad/
http://thetravelersnotebook.com/articles/photo-contest-gap-adventures-sense-appeal/
http://thetravelersnotebook.com/articles/6-ways-to-get-great-colors-in-your-photos-without-photoshop/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/09/02/10-reasons-i-had-to-escape-stat/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/08/30/climbing-the-mountain-facing-fear-and-feeling-lost-in-egypt/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/08/26/when-travel-takes-a-friend-2/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/08/23/fasting-on-ramadan-connecting-with-the-real-turkey/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/08/19/a-meditation-on-the-waters-of-bali/
http://www.bravenewtraveler.com/2010/08/16/why-goal-based-living-will-ruin-your-life/
http://matadornights.com/eat-play-grub-dallas-diversions-and-dining-are-big-fun/
http://matadornights.com/your-ashes-on-wax-andvinyly-is-putting-the-fun-back-in-funeral/
http://matadornights.com/extreme-binge-drinking-on-display-an-interview-with-black-out-korea/
http://matadornights.com/4-delectable-rodents-and-the-wines-that-go-with-them/
http://matadornights.com/favela-on-blast-dilpos-new-documentary-on-baile-funk-in-rios-slums/
http://matadornights.com/brush-with-fame-crying-with-wilcos-jeff-tweedy/
http://matadorgoods.com/get-anti-social-and-end-your-distractions/
http://matadorgoods.com/5-nonfiction-books-on-central-asia/
http://matadorgoods.com/review-of-eskyguide-iphone-app/
http://matadorgoods.com/technology-and-the-way-we-interact-while-traveling/
http://matadorgoods.com/my-favorite-books-members-pick-for-week-083010/
http://matadorgoods.com/staying-elegant-while-traveling-with-meray-arnett-bags/
http://matadorpulse.com/matador-friday-photo-the-most-kick-ass-flat-in-warsaw/
http://matadorpulse.com/meet-a-matador-team-member-anne-merritt/
http://matadorpulse.com/matadorian-camden-luxford-opens-hostel-in-peru/
http://matadorpulse.com/matador-friday-photo-when-in-cuba/
http://matadorpulse.com/fall-2010-glimpse-correspondents-announced/
http://matadorpulse.com/matador-friday-photo-sometimes-you-just-cant-get-rid-of-a-stray/
http://matadortv.com/brainrotting-ep-6-north-mexico/
http://matadortv.com/how-to-make-mongolian-camel-curd/
http://matadortv.com/monday-moment-of-zen-at-yosemite/
http://matadortv.com/intransit-ep-20-leon-nicaragua/
http://matadortv.com/simbear-barcelona-2010/
http://matadortv.com/letters-from-thailand/
http://matadorsports.com/stretches-that-harm-stretches-that-heal/
http://matadorsports.com/building-skis-and-skating-rinks-5-hands-on-projects-you-can-do/
http://matadorsports.com/blood-sweat-and-youtube-video/
http://matadorsports.com/photo-essay-a-tribute-to-cold-water-surfing-for-review/
http://matadorsports.com/5-pro-playlists-athletes-favorite-pump-up-music/
http://matadorsports.com/how-climbers-can-help-pakistan-rebuild/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/shoot-busk-blog-how-to-share-your-travel-experiences-nyc/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/video-cruise-ship-passengers-tossed-around-in-heavy-seas/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/infographic-relating-the-magnitude-of-pakistan-flooding/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/as-it-happens-climbing-videos-from-the-field/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/own-less-travel-more/
http://matadornetwork.com/radar/freelance-lifestyle-catching-on/
http://www.matadornetwork.com
http://www.matadornetwork.com/copyright
http://matadorgoods.com/archive/
http://www.matadornetwork.com/contributors
http://www.matadornetwork.com/advertise
http://matadorgoods.com/about
http://www.matadornetwork.com/jobs
http://www.matadornetwork.com/contact
http://matadoru.com
http://wordpress.org
http://www.copyscape.com/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

	Get Matador in your inbox and around the web.
	9 Ways To Customize Your Backpack
	Jump To Category:
	Write your details
	Slice off the extra straps

	Explore the Community
	Fold-stitch the carrying handles

	The Radar
	Shoot, Busk, Blog: How To Share Your Travel Experiences [NYC]
	[VIDEO]: Cruise Ship Passengers Tossed Around in Heavy Seas
	Sew on a patch, and make it a pocket

	Infographic relating the magnitude of Pakistan Flooding
	As It Happens, climbing videos from the field
	Own Less, Travel More
	Freelance Lifestyle Catching On
	Qaddafi’s Female Bodyguards, e-publishing debate: CUNY Events
	TBEX ‘11 Vancouver: Tickets Back On Sale Sept 5th at 6 AM PST
	yTravel writes about MatadorU
	Brazil Day 2010 in NYC
	Shine on with reflecto-strips


	Popular Stories on Matador
	How to Get Tubed in Tarp [Video]
	Buenos Aires Binge Eating 101
	How to Get a Job Teaching in Japan
	Stash some cash
	Make interlacing zipper pulls

	10 Extraordinary Burial Ceremonies From Around The World
	How to Be Your Own Chai Wallah
	Find a permanent home for a large plastic bag

	In Defense Of The Introverted Traveler
	Technology Bytes: Develop iPhone and Android Apps Online
	How-To Live In Your Car
	Tattoo it

	Friday Fun: The One Hit Wonder Down Under
	How To Make Your Own Flavored Vodka

	COMMUNITY CONNECTION
	Focus

	About the Author
	Matador ID: treeoctopus
	More By This Author

	Related Posts
	Subscription Options

	9 Comments... join the discussion!
	Editor Blogs
	LEAVE A COMMENT
	TRIP IDEAS
	LIFE
	CHANGE
	ABROAD
	TRAVEL WRITING
	SPIRIT
	NIGHTLIFE
	GEAR
	NEWS
	TV
	SPORTS
	MATADOR RADAR
	ALL


