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Yoav Daniel Bar-Ness during one of his travels. Photo: Vivien Baldauf  

When Fulbright Scholar Yoav Daniel Bar-Ness set off on the ‘Landmark Trees of

India' project to produce a travel guidebook and environment education 

resource, he knew what he was dealing with. Two years down the line, at the end 

of the project, “It was pretty much what I expected,” he says. Don't mistake the 

statement for condescension; it's just that he expected a lot, and the trees more 

than lived up to it. “I expected a lot of complexity, a lot of diversity, which was 

there. I was ready to be surprised.” 

Landmarking trees is complex work, involving documentation of the tree 

species, taxonomic family, fossil record, cultural aspects, historical tales, 

mythology and geographical setting. Which also means travelling across the 

length and breadth of the country, talking to locals and finding the most 

impressive (read statuesque, bizarre or culturally important) green-heads that 

would qualify as landmarks. “I've pretty much been to every part of India,” says

Yoav. “Kargil to Kanyakumari, Gujarat to Assam.” Along the way, Yoav's even 

picked up Hindi. 

Delhi, too, figures prominently in the scheme of things. How many have noticed 

the Bodhi tree at the intersection of Barakhamba Road and the circle ring of 

Connaught Place? (“The Delhi Metro runs right under it.”) Or the catapult-

shaped Murray River Red Gum at Lodhi Gardens and a hollow trunk Royal Palm

in South Delhi's Malviya Nagar? Many a time, a tree is important not just for its 

own sake but for what it means in relation to a place. 

Other trees included in the project are the 1000-year-old tamarind tree at the 

Nallur Sacred Grove, which he describes as the “gnarliest, twistiest, strangest 

tamarind tree on the planet”; the South American rain tree in front of Mumbai's 

Modern Art Museum, which Yoav calls ‘The Bean Bag Tree' due to the spray-

painted advertisement for bean bags on it; or a mango tree in Lucknow that has 

been grafted with 312 varieties on one stem by cultivator Kaleemullah Khan! 
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For photographs clicked with a digital 12-megapixel camera, they possess 

amazing depth and clarity. 

A prime incentive before coming to India, though, was to see the magnificent 

‘Jageshwar Monarchs', the twin deodar cedars that grow near the Shiva temples 

in Almora valley. “In India, they're at their best,” he says. 

“It didn't occur to me at the start of the project how versatile the world is.” 
Citing the example of the Puerto Rican royal palms that stand guard at 

Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, he says, “This is a good way to link 

environment education with a place, and of linking CST to Puerto Rico.”  

Though the little note on a tree's cultural significance that accompanied the 

photographs at the exhibition makes for an interesting read, Yoav says he is 

most interested in the “natural history and biogeography of trees.” He explains, 

“A lot of research has been already done on medicinal and sacred plants.” 

He would want to move on now. “I'd like to return to being a scientist… I'd like 

to climb trees, catch bugs, look at the plants and animals associated with trees,” 
Yoav says. But that would be after October, when he leaves for the U.S. 

Keywords: Fulbright Scholar, Yoav Daniel Bar-Ness, Connaught Place, Lodhi 

Gardens, tree biography 
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