
Rife with symbolism, coloured with meaning, few things characterise 
a nation’s self-image as richly as its national flags and flowers. Each a 
cultural and geopolitical microcosm, these icons of Southeast Asia 
embody their peoples’ values and history in each unfurling facet
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Cambodia
Flag: Designed 1993
The world’s only flag featuring an actual building – Angkor 
Wat, representing Theravada Buddhism – against Khmer 
red and blue.
Flower: Chosen by King Sihamoni in 2005 for its fragrance, 
the Rumduol (Sphaerocoryne affinis) is grown across the 
country as a natural perfume

Brunei
Flag: Designed 1959
Royal yellow backdrops the national crest. “Always 
render service with God’s guidance” is inscribed in 
Arabic on the Islamic crescent.
Flower: The blooming Simpor (Dillenia) symbolises the 
country’s development, and features prominently in 
handicrafts and on the one-dollar note

Indonesia
Flag: Designed 1945
Derived from the flag of the 13th-century Majapahit 
Empire, its red and white symbolise blood and spirit.
Flowers: There are three: the long-blooming Moon 
Orchid (Phalaenopsis amabilis), the sacred Arabian 
Jasmine  (Jasminum sambac), and the large, rare and 
pungent Rafflesia (Rafflesia arnoldii) 

Laos
Flag: Designed 1975
Depicting a moon shining over the Mekong River, 
its red bands represent the bloodshed during the 
country’s fight for independence.
Flower: Commonly found in monasteries, the waxy 
Frangipani (Plumeria) represents sincerity and joy, and 
comes in white, yellow or red
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Myanmar
Flag: Designed 2010
The yellow stands for unity, green for agriculture, and 
red for courage. A white star symbolises unification.
Flower: At the Burmese New Year, the golden Padauk 
(Pterocarpus macrocarpus) tree blooms overnight

Malaysia
Flag: Designed 1963
Featuring the Islamic crescent and star, while the 
stripes represent the country’s 14 member states.
Flower: The Hibiscus’ (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis) five 
petals represent the five principles of nationhood

Philippines
Flag: Designed 1898
The sunrays commemorate the eight provinces that 
began the Philippine Revolution.
Flower: Representing purity, the Arabian Jasmine 
(Jasminum sambac) blooms for a single day

S ingapore
Flag: Designed 1959
The waxing crescent represents a rising nation; five 
stars stand for five national ideals.
Flower: The hybrid Vanda Miss Joaquim (Papilionanthe 
‘Miss Joaquim’) orchid represents a mixed heritage

Thailand 
Flag: Designed 1917
Designed by King Rama VI, the red, white and blue 
stripes represent blood, purity, and royalty. 
Flower: The flowers of the Golden Rain Tree (Cassia 
fistula) are the yellow hue of Buddhism and glory

V ietnam
Flag: Designed 1955
The red of bloodshed from the revolutionary struggle 
backdrops a gold star, symbolising the people. 
Flower: The Lotus (Nelumbo nucifera) blooms from 
muddy lake beds and symbolises purity and optimism


