IN TASMANIA TODAY

LEFT: A rainbow off the bow of Spirit of the Wild on the state’s west
coast by Paul paulmp.com. BELOW: The full arc of a late afternoon
rainbow seen looking eastwards over Freycinet National Park.

Challenge of a
rainbow chaser
YD BAR-NESS

R

ainbows are beloved by
people across the world,
signalling the warmth of
sunshine on life-giving
rain. They appear in a surprising range
of varieties and conditions, and even
though the colours in the spectrum
may appear the same worldwide,
here in Tasmania we are blessed with
excellent conditions for viewing large
rainbows across fantastic vistas.
Whether you see them as a bridge,
an arch, a flag, a bow, or a gateway,
they are always a blessing. Even the
worst day is made brighter, and more
lucid, by a rainbow. Tasmania, unlike
anywhere else in Australia, is a happy
hunting ground for rainbow-chasers.
As you explore the roads, trails and
waterways of the island, you can
increase your chances of striking it
lucky with a little bit of science and a
small amount of good timing. You may
even find a rainbow – faint or blazing
– that no one else will ever see. How
do you find these miraculous visions?
The key is the magic number 42.

What and where?
A classical rainbow is visible to an
observer where light from behind
collides with water vapour in the
air ahead. To locate it precisely, point
to the place opposite the sun, or your
shadow’s eyes. Then, open out your
arm in an angular arc to the magic
42 degrees (which is coincidentally our
southern latitude). Imagine tracing
that perimeter circle around the
antisolar point, and this is where the
first order rainbow is found. It will
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always have red on the outside of the
curve and violet on the interior. The
second double rainbow can sometimes
be seen at 54 degrees, with the colours
in the reverse sequence.
In the past only known from
mathematical simulations, the third
and fourth rainbows have more
recently been photographed in the
opposite direction, back towards the
glare of the sun. The fifth and sixth
rainbows are now known to be hiding
dimly between the first and second.
Add to these the common giant
circular solar-halo, the lunar-halo, the
dim arches of snowbows and fogbow,
the surprising salt-spray rainbow, the
iridescence spotted on clouds, the halo
plus shadow of the airplane-spectre...
and you have the beginnings of a
colourful array of exotic rainbows.

Why is Tasmania such a good
place to see them?
Tasmania has several ingredients
that make it good for rainbow
spotting. The higher latitude means
longer periods where the sun is lower
on the horizon. The abundance
of accessible mountains provides
vantage points from which to look
down on larger bows, and to provide
photogenic backdrops. Our rainclouds
are driven by winds from the west
pushing clouds across otherwise dry
and sunny regions, providing the
contrast of light and mist. We have
valley bottoms and river gorges that
catch and tumble mist. We have epic
waterfalls that can catch the light, and,
most importantly, we have travellers
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such as yourself that appreciate all of
these things.

Tips for the Tasmanian
rainbow chaser
For our Tasmanian rainbow chase,
we need to prepare ourselves with a bit
of knowledge. When conditions are
right, you can find them surprisingly
easily, now that you know where to
look. You don't want heavy cloud
cover, but something a bit more
varied. You want the golden sunlight,
preferably low on the horizon,
shooting rays across the Earth.
Now that we know to always look
opposite the sun, we can start to make
some practical tips from there. You’ll
only catch a rainbow over the Bicheno
coastline in the evening; you’ll have to
look in the morning for a rainbow over
Henty Dunes near Strahan; and you'll
almost never see a midday rainbow
over Bass Strait looking north into the
sunlight. From the slopes of kunanyi/
Mt Wellington, you can sometimes
catch the leprechaun’s rainbow
splashing onto Wrest Point Casino.
To line it up in the winter, when the
sun sets more to the north, you’d
have to be also further north on the
mountain than in the summertime.
When you are at ground level,
rainbows are their biggest at dawn and
dusk, but you can view larger ones if
you can look down onto mist below.
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Looking southwards towards Cradle
Mountain from Dove Lake at midday,
you could catch a rainbow towards the
peak, but it’d likely be a shallow section
of arc. If you could climb up onto
Hanson’s Peak just to the left side of the
Lake, you would have a chance to see
more of the rainbow perimeter.
If you'd like to spend all of a rainy
day aiming for that perfect descending
rainbow view of Launceston, you
might want to start out on Windmill
Hill in the east, and finish up on the
slopes of Trevallyn in the west.
Your best chance to line up a rainbow
looking west into the gateway of
the Cataract Gorge would be in
the morning.
With a tiny bit of practice, you’ll be
able to recognise the right cloud and

light configurations for a rainbow, and
you'll know which direction to look.
It’s actually quite simple to master, and
I challenge you to try. I promise you’ll
soon be predicting rainbows before
you actually see them.

Make your own luck
If you are so unfortunate as to have
a crystal-clear blue-sky day, fear not.
Tasmania is blessed with waterfalls
and fountains, and if approached
from the right angle they can
rescue you from a rainbow-less day.
The splashing drops are a reliable
foundation for a rainbow, and there is
no better place to measure a 42-degree
rainbow arc from your shadow than
a fountain you can walk around
completely. You can also try the salt

spray on a motor boat: depending
on your direction of travel, you
might create a reliable rainbow to
accompany you on your voyage.
You can try an artificial waterfall
like that at the quarry in Launceston’s
Penny Royal World. You might have a
bit of trouble with a natural waterfall
like Russell Falls, which is clad in
rainforest and impossible to approach
from many directions. One reliable
spot for a morning rainbow is the
roadside waterfall at the Chalet on
kunanyi/Mt Wellington. There are
countless small cascades on our many
rocky mountains, and if the sun is
in the correct location, you may find
those friendly colours dancing in the
spray. You just need to know where
to look.

Friends of Henry’s friends are Henry’s friends
too, so Henry is oﬀering 25% oﬀ all dining
for the months of July, August and
September 2018 to those who quote the
secret code ‘HEN18’ when ordering.
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